
Viking Age

•The Vikings were groups of people from Scandinavia who were most active 
in 9th and 10th centuries. Most were farmers who lived in longhouses.

•The Vikings were very successful sailors and sailed in longships all around 
Europe and Asia and as far as North America.

•The Vikings believed in multiple gods, like Odin, Thor and Loki. They believed 
these gods lived in Asgard.

•The Vikings believed in an afterlife for warriors called Valhalla, which 
would end one day. They were buried with grave goods that could be used 
in Valhalla.

•The Vikings gradually converted to Christianity.

•The Vikings made and traded goods across Europe and beyond, and they 
participated in a slave trade.

•The Vikings could be presented as violent warriors or noble explorers, 
depending on who was writing and when. But really, not all Vikings were the 
same and, in reality, they probably had both brutal and peaceful elements.
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Key knowledge Key vocabulary
•Danelaw: (Noun) the part of Britain that was controlled by the 
Vikings from 878 to 954.

• Lindisfarne: (Noun) a small island off the northeast coast of 
England, which was once home to a monastery that was raided 
by the Vikings in 793.

• longhouse: (noun) a Viking house.

• longship: (noun) Viking ships that were long and shallow, and so 
easy to sail and to travel up rivers.

•Norse: (Noun/Adjective) someone who comes from Scandinavia / 
describing something that comes from Scandinavia.

• raid: (verb) to surprise an enemy with an attack, and often to 
steal from them.

•Scandinavia: (Noun) a group of countries in northern Europe that 
includes Denmark, Norway and Sweden.

• thing: (noun) a Viking assembly that was the system of 
administration and justice.
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