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Dear Parents/ Carers,

| hope this letter finds you all safe and well.

This half term, Year é will have a History focus, our topic is titled ‘Viking Invasions,” we will be
investigating the question- Why do the Vikings have a violent reputation, and do they deserve it2
Our class text is How to Train Your Dragon by Cressida Cowell, are set in a fictional Viking world and
focus on the experiences of the main character, Hiccup, as he overcomes great obstacles on his
journey of becoming a hero.

Attached to this letter are your child’'s Knowledge Organisers which contain key facts, vocabulary
and information about your child’s learning in class.
Our learning:

e In Writing, we will be looking at a range of biographies, we will be writing a biography for a
person who has led a significant life, linked to our previous learning in geography or science.

e For our second writing task we will analyse how and why personification is used in poetry
before exploring the personification of abstract concepts, (such as war or love) or physical
objects. We will then use our ideas to write a personification poem of our own.

e In Maths, we are looking at measurement: converting metric and imperial units of
measurement; perimeter, areas and volume. Ratio and proportion, including scale factors,
and statistics, looking at line graphs and pie charts.

e In Science, our focus this half term will be Biology. We will learn about how living things,
including plants, animals & micro-organisms, can be classified based on their physical
features. We will look at creating our own classification keys and identifying some of the
strengths and limitations of them. We will also be celebrating Science Week this half ferm. We
will link our learning on classification to the book 'Beetle Boy,' whilst exploring the theme
'innovating for the future'.

e InHistory, we will be studying Viking Invasions. We will use our previous learning from our
Anglo-Saxon topic, and knowledge of archaeology to see if the Vikings deserve their violent
reputation.

e In P.E,wewil focus on weekly fithess challenges and fundamental movements and
balances.

e In Art, we will be designing a magazine cover using digital art. We will consider the use of font,
line, colour, images and layout, and create our own magazine front covers.

e In R.E, we will be exploring the question 'lIs it better to express your beliefs in arts and
architecture or charities and generosity2' We research a range of Christian and Islamic
charities, buildings and art pieces and explore why they are important to Muslims and
Christians.

Please support your child at home in ensuring they know their times tables fluently. That they are
reading each day independently, and to you, and that they have opportunities to be read to by
an adult.

We understand the challenges of remote learning, and we have all been so impressed with yours
and your child’s efforts so far. We hope that all children will be able to return to school at some point
this half term, and therefore it is vital that they complete their work every day so that they are fully
prepared for the return to school.

Thank you for your continued support.
YOUI’S Slﬂcere|y, Abbey Hey Primary Academy
The Year 6 Team Abbey Hey Lane
Gorton
Manchester
M18 8PF
t: 0161 2231592
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Viking Invasions- Why do the Vikings have a violent reputation, and do they deserve it? 1
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* Excavation: the extracting of material from the ground by digging ff“" / \»
* Genetie: relating to the study of genes, or the characteristics that Vikings first ~ Eventually the Anglo-Saxons The Anglo-5axons
we inherit from ancestors raided agreed to let Vikings have some  killed the |ast
* Interpret: to understand that a piece of writing, performance or England in lands in England. This area was  Viking leader in
behaviour as having a particular meaning AD 793 called Danelaw. England in AD 954
* Literate: able to read and write
*Raid: a surprise attack by an enemy, often to steal Geographical context

* Settling: making a permanent home somewhere

* Seandinavia: a group of countries in northern Europe that
includes Denmark, Norway and Sweden

* Anglo-Saxon Chronide: a collection of writings from the Anglo-
Saxon period, first created during the reign of Alfred the Great

* Archaeclogy: the study of human history through the excavation
of sites and analysis of physical remains

* Danelaw: the part of England that was controlled by the Vikings,
from 278 to 954

* Longships: Viking ships that were not only long, but slender and
so easy to turn. They had sails and cars

*Thing: a Viking assembly that was the system of administration
and justice

The Vikings came from Scandinavia (modermn-day
Norway, Sweden and Denmark) but traded and
settled in places across Europe and beyond.
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Why do the Vikings have a violent reputation, and do they deserve it?
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The Vikings have a violent reputation partly because of some of the actions they took in the
short term, but also because of the way that writers and artists have chosen to portray them
in the longer term. For example, Anglo-Saxons presented the Vikings as much more violent
than they were because it made the Anglo-Saxons’ victories against them even more powerful.

Some of the evidence of the Vikings that we have agrees with this violent reputation; some of it does not.

Archaeclogical evidence tells us that:

The Viking armies were not as large as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle suggested.
Men as well as women could be celebrated Viking warriors.

The Anglo-Saxons could be equally violent, as a mass grave contains the bodies
of Vikings who had been tied up and executed.

The Vikings were actually skilled craftsmen and could make jewellery and other
items out of metals and animal bones.

The Vikings traded peacefully with many of the places they travelled to, and
made coins that were similar to those being used in the area.

The Vikings participated in the trade of people, particularly women.

The Vikings could be democratic, with local, regional and even national things
taking place so that different groups could come together and agree important
decisions.

Other evidence tells us that:

* The Vikings settled in places in Britain
and contributed to the culture (e.g. place
names from Old Norse words)

* The Vikings settled in England mixed
with the Anglo-Saxons (the UK
population today is up to 6% Viking).

These facts con be placed on o
spectrum to help you decide
whether the Vikings deserved their

L Y violent reputation! )
The Vikings The Vikings were
were not extremely violent,
viclent at all as some written

sources suggest
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Living things and their habitats.
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Prior Learning
Year 2:

mokes decsors, Qiving recsors, about whather things are olive,
deod, or hiove never besn olive

describe the wrvivol needs of onimok, including humaons

recognss thiol arimak ard planss usualy ive in haobeoks hat one
suihed o thasm

describe hiwy animals ond plané depend on soch ater [links 5o
food choins ond fesding redotionshipe)

identify and nome fhrough fist-hond expedence, a vanety of plants
ard aremak in Eher hobidohs, including micro<habiofi e.g. utnder log
on Stomy paih, unoker Dushes

describe how animois ged their food fom other ondmak ond/for from
planis

ideniify and mome different sowces of food [ink o comfvones,
haarbfvores ond omnswvores ¥

Ls2 simpde food chains fo descnbe leeding relodonsivps. Le. who
eafs whio

Yoor 4:

Group ving things in diierent waoys

Use Closificofion keys io group. ideniity ond nome ving things.

Creote clossificotion keys to growp, identify and nome iving things.

Expdain how envrcnments con change and that fhis con sometimes

pase dangers 1o IMng things.

A

Descrite and compore different ke cycles. in some spacific types of

arnimak ond plonss. =.g. bat or hedpehog, newl. bumbletes
faicon

Cemsiorices fhie differences between dittesent e cypcles.

Desorice fhe main Changes as humans geony imo oduls and

develop ho old age, Le. baby, cfvid, odolescend. adult, old pason

Descrite and compore different reproductive processes in some

arnimak ond plonss. Including cesxual |2.g. hoking cutings] and

sl rEproduchon n plants ond @=wuol reproducion in umons

ard cfhesr animaks.

Following on:
K53

Structure amd fenction of lving crgonisms

Cells and arganisaticn

ok o fhe fundamenial unit of Iking egonisms, ncluding how o obssre, interpret ond record cel siucture weing o kghit microscops
fhe fencliors of the cell wall, cell membrane, oyfoploem, nuclews, vacueolke, milochondna ond chioroplosts

fne smilonties ond differences befsesn plon ond onimal cels

fhe mole of diffusion in the movemant of motenals in ond between celk

fhe struciunal odoplafons of some unecelukor orgonEms

fne hezrorChical organsohon of muthiceluiorn orgonams: fmam ool fo fesees ho eegons b yshams 10 orgonesms

The sicedetal and musculor sysiems

fihe sinucfure ond funcfions of fhe humaon sielefon, to include suppord, protection, movement and moking Slood cels
biocmechanics - the inleracfion befwesn skeleton and muscias, including the maasurement of force exerded by different muscles

fine function of muscies and esnompies of onéogonishic muscies

Huirilion ard digeston

fhe conlent of o healny human dist; cofsohydrohes, ipids ffots and ols), profeire, sibomins, mirenls, detary fibie and wofer, ond whiy
eoch & neaded

colc uahons D‘Ienﬁg..' reurements ina healiy ool died
fhe corsaquences of mbalonces W e detl, Including obeaty, slorohon ond deficiency desoses

fhe thzues and ongans of the humon digesiive sysiem, including odopdotions to funchon ond how the digestive spstem digests food
yenmymees simply o Dsological cobalbysis)

fne mportance o bachena in the human digesive oystem

piants malng carbahydrates in fhier eorees by phofosyriheess and Joining mirendl rinenss and wohsr from fhe soll vio their root

Working Scientifically

Planning different types of scientific enquiries 1o answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary.

Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, faking repeat readings when appropriate.
Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labek, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs.
Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests.

Reporting and presenting findings from enguires, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of frust in results, in oral and
written forms such as displays and other presentations.
Identifying scientific evidence that has been wsed to suppart or refute ideas or arguments.




Abbey Hey Primary Academy

\}Y The best in everyone™
ey # ¥ e ®  Part of United Leaming

Is it better to express your beliefs in arts and architecture or in charity and generosity?

Im this fopic, we will be exploring the guestion 'l it better to exprass your beliefs in arts and architecture or charfies and generosity2’ We will research o range
of Christian and slamic charties, buldings and art pieces and explore why they are mportant o Muslirs and Chasfians. As well as this, we will study porablas
and religious soriptures to try to understand why Muslims and ChaAstians believe in charity. We will also reflect upon our own beliefs when it comes fo giving

and sharing.

Key focts

Key Vocobulary

In Islamic art and architecture, there are no images
of Allah and for many Muslirns no image of humans
because they believe they mislead rather than
enlighten us. Instead, geometric and natural
patiern & used to create beauty.

Cothedrals have been created, often over many
hundreds of years, o make spoce for people to
worship od and fo expeess in architecture a
Christian sense of the grandeur of God and the
value of spiitual life. They are places for wondesful
music, weddings and funerak, everyday prayer,
community life and most importantty worship.

Chwer the last 125 years, more and more mosgques
have opened in the UE: there are about 1750,
There are abowut 50 000 chuech buildings in the UE.
There are many Chisfian & AMusim charties which
help those in poverty arcund the wordd.

_ I Jesus Christ

Christions believe thaf Jesus Christ was the
greatest teacher who ever lived. He offen
used parables, or stories, to teach
important lkessons that they believe they
can still keam from fodawv.

Prophet Mubommaod (PEUH]

Musiims believe that Sod had chosen Muhammad [PEUH)
as his mesenger. The prophet preached o people what
Alloh had revealed fo him. Muslims follow His teachings.

Architechure the art or proctice of designing and constructing buldings.
Chapel A chapel is a part of @ church which has its ocwn aitar and which s used for prvate
proyed.
Caothedral A cathedral is o veny lange and impartant church which has a bishop in charge of it
Charitable an arganization set up 1o provide nedp and raise money for ihose in need.
organisotion
Chariby The woiuntary gring of nelp, typicairy inthe fomm of money. 1o thase in nead
Church A church B a buikding in which Chisfions worship.
Gospels The teaching or revelaticn of Chist
Hajj Musiim pilgimage to Mecca
Injusfice Inpustice & a lack of faimess in a stuafion.
Miosgue A micsque & g building where Rusims go to worship.
Farable A sINple story used to ilusinate a moral or Spiiheal lesson, as Tosd oy Jesus in the
SoEpels
Poverty Povarty 5 the state of Deing exremshy poor.
socred something fhat 5 socred = believed 1o e hoty and to have a special connechion
with Gad.
Secular Tou use secubar fo descrine things that hawe no connection with religion.
Scripture The sacred wiitings of Christianity contained in he Bible.
umimah Wordwide commnunity of Musiinns
Takaf

This is g paymenit made annually under shamic kow on cerhain kKinds of property and
used for charitoble and religious punposes, one of the Five Pillars of 1skam




