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Chronological context

Geographical 
context

Egypt is in Africa.

The River Nile 
runs all the way 
through Egypt 
(and beyond).

• Anubis: the god of funerals.
• autocracy: a system of government where there are no limits on power, 

and the ruler can do anything they want 
• conceptual: something that is based on ideas or things that you can’t 

always see.
• Field of Reeds: the Egyptian afterlife, similar to the Christian idea of 

heaven.
• hieroglyph: a picture that represents a word or sound in the Egyptian 

alphabet.
• hieroglyphics: writing that consists of hieroglyphs.
• Horus: the god of pharaohs, and the son of Osiris and Isis.
• Osiris: the god of the dead.
• pharaoh: the king of Ancient Egypt.
• phonetic: something that is based on the way things sound.
• pictorial: something that is represented as a picture.
• pyramid: an Ancient Egyptian monument built to honour a pharaoh and to 

contain their tomb.
• tribute: treasures that were given to the pharaoh by the people they 

defeated.

Core Vocabulary
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The things that people believed 
about all the pharaohs

The actions that pharaohs took 
to enhance and grow their power

He/she was half man, half god

They were descended from Horus, 
the son of Isis and Osiris. 

In death, they were associated with 
Osiris, god of the dead

After death, Egyptians believed they 
would travel to the Hall of Truth and 
have their heart weighed by Anubis 
and Osiris. They could then travel to 
the Field of Reeds.

It was important for pharaohs to be 
mummified because they needed their 
physical body in the Field of Reeds.

They built pyramids

Pyramids reminded people how 
powerful the pharaoh was, and also 
kept his treasures ready for the 
Field of Reeds.

They were powerful warriors and 
gained wealth from elsewhere

Pharaohs defeated other kingdoms 
and took tributes (e.g. Ramesses II 
defeated Kingdom of Kush).

They wrote in hieroglyphics

These could be phonetic, pictorial 
or conceptual.

Pharaohs wrote stories in 
hieroglyphics so that everyone 
knew how powerful they were (or 
wanted to be!)

The pharaohs ruled Egypt as an autocracy. This meant that he had all the power and could do what he wanted. There were several 
reasons why he could be so powerful.


