
Year 2 – Summer term Explorers

Chronological context

Geographical context

Tier 2
• astronaut: (noun) someone who is trained to travel in space
• expedition: (noun) a journey to explore
•Moon: (noun) a ball of rock in space that we can see at night time
•pilot: (noun) someone who controls a plane or rocket
• translate: (verb) to change words from one language into another
• tribe: (noun) a group of people made up of several families
Tier 3
•Apollo 11: (Noun) the expedition where humans walked on the Moon for the first time
• Colombia: (Noun) the part of Apollo 11, controlled by Michael Collins, that orbited the 

Moon while other astronauts walked on the Moon
• Eagle: (Noun) the part of Apollo 11, controlled by Buzz Aldrin
• Lewis & Clark: (Noun) the two men who led the expedition across North America
•Michael Collins: (Noun) an astronaut on Apollo 11, who was the pilot of the Colombia
•Native American: (Noun or Adjective) someone who is related to the very first people 

to live in North America
•Neil Armstrong & Buzz Aldrin: (Noun) the two other astronauts on Apollo 11
• Sacagawea: (Noun) A Shoshone woman who helped Lewis & Clark on the expedition 

across North America
• Shoshone: (Noun or Adjective) a Native American tribe
• space race: (noun) the competition between USA and others to see who could send 

humans to walk on the Moon first
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Before the 
expedition

•Sacagawea was a Shoshone woman.

•When she was 12 years old, she was kidnapped by another 
tribe and sold to a man who would become her husband.

•Michael Collins always wanted to be a pilot.

•He trained to become one and was so good at flying that he 
was chosen to train as an astronaut.

Expedition

•Sacagawea went on Lewis and Clark’s expedition. They 
travelled across North America to create new maps.

•Sacagawea was very important on the journey. She 
translated the Shoshone language, found edible food, 
rescued items when her boat tipped and looked after her 
new-born babby.

•Michael Collins went on Apollo 11. This was an expedition 
to try and land on the Moon.

•Michael Collins was very important on the journey. He 
stayed in the Colombia while the other two astronauts 
went in the Eagle and walked on the Moon. He made sure 
they got back safely.

After the 
expedition

•Straight after the expedition, Sacagawea was not rewarded 
and people did not celebrated what she did.

•Since then, people have understood how important she 
was and created statues and a coin to celebrate her.

•Straight after the expedition, Michael Collins was treated 
like a hero alongside the other two astronauts.

•Since then, people have often forgotten about Michael 
Collins because they usually remember the two astronauts 
who walked on the Moon instead.

Similarities

Both of them were so important to their expeditions that, if they had not been there, the expedition would have failed.

They both showed bravery and worked as part of a team.

They both have not always had the celebration and reward that they deserve.

…and more!

Sacagawea Michael Collins


