
Settlement by Anglo-Saxons 

Archaeology 

What can we learn about the Anglo-Saxons from what we see today? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Controversial: an adjective to describe 

things that people struggle to agree on, that 

often cause heated debates 

Corroborate: to confirm or give support to a 

theory or idea 

Excavate: to remove earth from an area in 

order to find buried remains 

Anglo-Saxon: an adjective to describe the 

period in England from AD 410 to 1066; and 

a noun to describe a person living in England 

at this time 

Anglo-Saxons: a noun (plural) to describe all 

the people from all backgrounds living in 

England in the Anglo-Saxon period 

Archaeology: the scientific study of the 

remains of past human life and activities 

Heptarchy: a place that it is split into seven 

independent regions or kingdoms 

Sutton Hoo: the location of an Anglo-Saxon 

ship burial in East Anglia, dating to AD 610-

635 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior Learning 

• Pupils will have learned about archaeology implicitly in year 3 while studying Prehistoric Britain. 

• In year 3, pupils will have learned about the beliefs of Prehistoric Britons, and the importance of the natural 
world. In year 5 pupils will have learned about Roman religion and the conversion to Christianity in AD 380. 

• In year 5, pupils will have learned about the different types of power: economic, physical, institutional, 

intellectual, and informal. 
• In year 5, pupils will have learned that historians used to refer to the Anglo-Saxon period as ‘the Dark Ages’. 

 

Following on: 

In the next unit pupils will learn 

about the Vikings, and how 

they interacted with the 

Anglo-Saxons in England. 

 


