Medieval Britain 
	[image: ]The Middle Ages, or Medieval Times, in Europe was a long period of history from 500 AD to 1500 AD. That's 1000 years! It covers the time from the fall of the Roman Empire to the rise of the Ottoman Empire. This was a time of castles and peasants, guilds and monasteries, cathedrals and crusades.



	Interesting factsIn Year 4 the children gained knowledge of events leading up to the Battle of Hastings. We use what we have learned about William the Conqueror (who defeated Harold) and explore how he shaped Medieval Britain as king. 
We will revisit the Bayeux Tapestry and discuss how it represents key events of the Battle of Hastings. 
We will use our prior knowledge of pre 1066 and compare it to how Medieval Society was structured after the Feudal System was introduced.


	
· Houses were crowded and families often lived with an animal (such as a cow) inside the house
· There was laws determining what you could wear in accordance to your social class
· Very few people attended school. Instead, they often learned their job off their parents
· Peasants were not allowed to hunt on the lord’s land. If they did, the punishment for killing animals (such as deer) was often death
· People mostly drank wine or ale. The water was that unsafe it often made people sick
· A lord often had the finest house. They would eat foods which peasants would not (such as meat)


	Prior Learning
Year 1:
> The role of castles in society
Year 2: 
> Growth of big city with awareness of city and country
Year 3:
> Changes in dwellings from Stone Age to Medieval times
> Social hierarchy in Egyptian times
	Following on:
Year 4:
> Follows on from the Viking Period and how their influence reduces and Norman and European rule increases
Year 5: 
> Changes in settlement are a cause of the spread of the Black Death
Year 6:
> Comparing the social hierarchy of the two periods – how has it changed?

	
	Key Dates/Events
	Key People

	[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]William the Conqueror 
To conquer England William gathered men from Normandy, France, and even other countries in Europe. He promised them land in England for their service. He rode into battle riding a black stallion that had been given to him by the King of Spain

	1066- The Battle of Hastings
1070s- William builds Windsor
Castle
1086- Doomsday book written
1189- Richard the Lionheart
become king.
1215- John 1 signs the Magna
Carta

1215- First English Parliament
formed.
1348- The Black Death in
England
1381- Peasants’ Revolt
1485- End of Medieval Periodstart of Tudor rule
	William the Conqueror- first Norman King of England who consolidated Norman power.
Edward the Confessor- final Anglo-Saxon king who left no heir leading to dispute of the English crown
Harold Godwinson- opposed William for the English crown.
John 1- King who signed the Magna Carta reducing King’s power.
Richard the Lionheart- famous English king who went to fight in the crusades.
Simon De Montfort- English nobleman who called for the formation of a parliament to reduce the power of the king.
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Key Vocabulary

Definition

Cavalry

Soldiers who fought on horseback

Coronation The ceremony of crowning & new king o Gusen

Crenellafions Aroich or open space on 6 cosTeWhich Gllows
weapornry fo be shot

Feudal System The siucture of society in medieval Tmes

Forfefture, Giving Up someThing s G penalfy for wiongdoing

Forfifed Frovidedwilh defensive works os protechion oaainst
affocks

Heir A person legolly eniil=aio someting ofier Grother
person's death

Tords A espectiulile for 6 person who hos Guhorty and

power overcihers

Mollz-and-Baley

A cosfle TorMieawith wood on 6 raked sarhwork

Fopal banner

The banner of The Foly Romon Chureh

Planagenel ATine of Engleh ings

PollTax ATox forevery odUl wilhoUl reference o et

Rebels A person who s 5pposea 10 governmentor o
leader

Serfs and illeins The lowestronked members ofsosiety in The
medieval period

Vassal Aholder of land given by o Lord
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