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United Curriculum: Religion & Worldviews

Vertical Concepts

Sacrifice

• Giving something up for the benefit of someone else is a recurring concept across religious & non-religious 
worldviews.

• Sacrifices can be for the benefit of people close to us or people we have never met.

• Sacrifices can be everyday commitments of time, money, material objects or service to others.

• Some worldviews see sacrifices as a way of pleasing God and may involve the motivation of future reward.

• Some people see sacrifices for the sake of others as altruistic acts, with no personal reward.

• Sacrifices can be on a higher level and involve risking or giving up a life for the sake of others.

• In Christianity, the Ultimate Sacrifice of Jesus – giving up his life for the people he loved – is a principal belief.

Knowledge & Meaning

• Beliefs impact how people make sense of the world: humanity’s ideas of right & wrong; truth, meaning & purpose.

• Beliefs impact human behaviour in diverse ways including how people and organisations exercise power.

• Some people seek to question how reasonable it is to believe certain aspects of religious and non-religious 
teachings.

Human Context

• Human beings exist in, and are influenced by, their place in time and their geographical, political and social context 
(Person, Time & Place).

• Everyone is different; our diversities are influenced by our personal context which influences our personal 
worldview.

Vertical concepts build a thematic narrative and provide context across diverse worldviews, as well as using 
small steps to help pupils gain a deep understanding of complex, abstract ideas:
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